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LESSON 1 

EMIGRATION, 
SETTLEMENT AND 
ASPIRATION

1 

Where did Japanese 
immigrants settle in 
British Columbia and 
which economic 
activities supported 
the growth of their 
communities?

Focus Question{
Kimiko and Riye Nakamura posing in the Nakamura 
Florist Shop on Powell St., Vancouver, B.C. ca. 1939. 
Nikkei National Museum 2012.10.1.1.254

landscapesofinjustice.com



LESSON 1 

THE 
EBISUZAKI 
AND 
MORISHITA 
FAMILIES

The Ebisuzaki and Morishita families founded the Ebisu-
zaki Shōten (store) in 1909. It was a joint venture, owned 
by Masatarō Ebisuzaki and Hide Morishita. The location 
was ideal, right at the heart of the largest Japanese Cana-
dian neighbourhood on Powell Street in Vancouver. 

In 1920, Hide’s younger brother, Teiji, came to Canada 
to help out with the business. Soon, he became part 
owner of the store. Together, he and the family built a 
thriving business. 

The Ebisuzaki Shōten sold an impressive selection of 
Japanese merchandise to a network of customers across 
southern British Columbia. The store’s motto was ‘thin 
profit and thick trust,’ and with this guiding principle they 
served the community. 

The two families also shared a home. Teiji’s wife, Sawa, 
looked after the household and cared for the children. 
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The other adult family members ran the store. By pool-
ing resources, the two families built lives in Canada. 

These collective efforts paid off. By 1942 they owned a 
house and four cars. The children had fancy 
clothes, records, and dolls. Nancy 
Morishita took dance lessons, and 
Kōjirō Ebisuzaki went skiing. Ever year, 
Masatarō, Hide, and Teiji gave 
hundreds of dollars of personalized 
gifts to their cherished regular cus-
tomers. They became part of Canada’s 
emergent middle class.

Morishita family on beach, Vancouver, B.C. circa 1938. Nikkei National 
Museum 2011.79.4.1.2.64 
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LESSON RESOURCES 
The following handouts are provided for your use with this lesson. These materials are 
located at the back of this resource package. 

HANDOUTS 
Handout 1.1     Iceberg Diagram  • 

Handout 1.2    Migration and Settlement in Canada • 

Handout 1.3    Geographic Thinking Competencies • 

Handout 1.4    The Information Gap • 

Handout 1.5    Write a Postcard• 

LESSON OVERVIEW 
◆ ALLOTTED TIME: 2 PERIODS 

This lesson sets the social, economic, and geo graphic 
context for the growth of Japanese Canadian 
communities in British Columbia. Students begin by 
thinking about the factors that influence people to 
emigrate. We will then investigate where and why 
Japanese immigrants settled in British Columbia. The 
lesson will conclude with an exploration of the diverse 
and rich activities pursued by Japanese Canadians who 
had businesses in the Powell Street area of Vancouver. 
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SOURCES 
Source 1.1        Lumber Mill, Vancouver Island • 

Source 1.2       Dry Cleaners, Vancouver • 

Source 1.3       Berry Farm, Fraser Valley • 

Source 1.4       Fishing Boats, Steveston • 

Source 1.5       Judo Group, Powell St., Vancouver • 

Source 1.6       Royal Visit Parade, Powell St., Vancouver • 

Source 1.7       Asahi Baseball Game, Oppenheimer Park, Vancouver • 

Source 1.8       Fuji Chop Suey, Vancouver • 

Source 1.9       Japanese United Church, Vancouver • 

Source 1.10     Japanese Fishermen’s Hospital, Steveston • 

Source 1.11      Property Ownership – Maple Ridge, B.C. • 

Source 1.12      Vancouver Japanese Hall and Japanese Language School • 

Source 1.13     The Kumano Family – 203 Powell St. • 

Source 1.14     The Shimotakahara Family – 210 Powell St. • 

Source 1.15     The Maikawa Family – 314 Powell St. • 

Source 1.16     The Morishita and Ebisuzaki Families – 337 Powell St. • 

Source 1.17      The Tagashira Family – 679 Cordova St. • 

Source 1.18     The Kagetsu Family – 2867 West 37th Ave.  • 

Source 1.19     The Atagi Family – Steveston, B.C. • 

Source 1.20     The Murakami Family – Salt Spring Island, B.C. • 

Source 1.21     The Hashizume Family – Mission, B.C.  • 

Source 1.22     The Shimizu and Nishikaze Families – Prince Rupert, B.C.• 

TARGETED LEARNING 
Examine the push-pull factors of migration and - 
motivations for Japanese migration to Canada 

Geographical Thinking Competencies  – Patterns - 
and Trends and Interrelationships 

Examine communities and their activities from selected - 
locations: Powell St., Steveston, the Fraser Valley, etc. 

Examine the environmental, economic, political, and - 
social context of settlement 

Understand the depth and diversity of experience lived - 
by Japanese migrants in the early part of the 20th 
century 

EVALUATION 
Assessment will be left to the individual instructor and 
may incorporate the assessment rubrics provided with 
this resource.
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Distribute Handout 1.1 Iceberg Diagram, one per pair.  1.

Invite students to share what they know about icebergs (emphasize that what - 
is visible is a small portion of the iceberg). 

In the top half of the diagram have the students note the causes of emigration; - 
allow 3–5 minutes for this step and debrief with the class. While debriefing, 
students may add new information to their own diagram (evidence might 
include: scarcity of land, political strife, economic opportunity, education). 

Next, students complete the bottom of the iceberg diagram in pairs or small 2.
groups. Here they need to consider factors that compel people to migrate but 
are less obvious. Japanese immigration to Canada was often a by-product of the 
desire for land ownership by second and third born sons who were not entitled to 
inherit family property or because of the limited economic opportunities granted in 
a highly stratified and class based society such as in Meji Era, Japan. 

For example: individual aspirations, views of property ownership, struggles to - 
attain degrees, licenses or trades, etc. Debrief with examples from each pair. 

Many of the early immigrants to British Columbia sought out work in fishing, boat 3.
works, and farming. To wrap up, pose the following question to the class: What 
factors influenced Japanese immigration to Canada in the early 20th century? 
Allow a minute or two, then have the students share out their thoughts. The 
conversation is meant to bring an understanding of where and why Japanese 
immigrants primarily settled in areas where fishing, farming, and lumber work was 
available. Property ownership both in Canada and back home was very important 
to these early immigrants. As the community grew, a greater need developed for 
boarding houses, shops, service industries, and other kinds of work.

ICEBERG ACTIVITY 
◆ SUGGESTED TIME: 15 MINUTES 

LEARNING RESOURCES REQUIRED 
Handout 1.1     Iceberg Diagram • 

What factors compel people to emigrate/
immigrate?  

This activity will introduce students to the concept 
of migration. Here we examine the factors which 
influence emigration. These factors are commonly 
con  sidered as push or pull factors. Economic 
oppor tunities can pull people in while issues like 
scarcity of property and political strife might push 
people out or create displacement. The iceberg 
activity is designed to not only have students 
consider the more obvious or visible reason for 
immigration, but to also understand that there are 
less obvious reasons that compel people to 
migrate. Like an iceberg, these are often 
significant but less visible.
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Review the learning from the iceberg activity about where and why Japanese 1.
immigrants came to Canada and reflect on some of the reasons for settlement 
along the west coast. Review Handout 1.3 Geographic Thinking Competencies 
for patterns and trends and interrelationships. These concepts can be simplified 
for student understanding into two questions:  

Why did Japanese immigrants settle in these areas specifically?  (1)

How did settlement create relationships with the land and people?  (2)

Provide students with the Handout 1.2 Migration and Settlement in Canada 
and conduct an in-class reading activity or assign as pre-reading.  

Post the following question on the whiteboard, chalkboard or overhead: What 2.
factors influenced the growth of Japanese Canadian communities in pre-war 
British Columbia?  

Inform the class that they will now take a closer look at the settlement of Japanese 3.
immigrants by examining primary source documents.  

Arrange students into groups.  - 

Inform the students that they will be working with primary sources of evidence - 
that tell a  story about the settlement and growth of the Japanese Canadian 
community in British Columbia (you may need to review what ‘primary source’ 
materials are with your class). 

Assign different materials for investigation, corresponding with one of the three - 
themes from the sources (Economic, Cultural or Community Activities). 
Alternatively, you can mix the sources and have each group record evidence 
from each of the thematic areas. 

Provide each group with the sources and Handout 1.4 The Information Gap. - 

Instruct the students to examine each of the source materials provided. They 4.
should consider what the source tells them about the experiences of Japanese 
immigrants (the questions included in Handout 1.4 will assist them with this 
process). Allow 20 minutes for the initial investigation of sources and recording of 
evidence. 

Reorganize the students so that each new group contains different students - 
(like a jig-saw). NB: If you opted to use mixed-source groups at the start of 
the lesson, skip this step. 

INFORMATION GAP ACTIVITY 
◆ SUGGESTED TIME: 45 MINUTES 

LEARNING RESOURCES REQUIRED 
Handout 1.2    Migration and Settlement in • 

Canada 

Handout 1.3    Geographic Thinking • 
Competencies  

Handout 1.4    The Information Gap • 

Sources 1.1–1.12 Primary Sources • 

Students will explore the question of why 
Japanese migrants came to Canada and where 
they settled. Students examine primary and 
secondary sources as they investigate questions 
about the factors which influenced the settlement 
and growth of Japanese Canadian communities in 
British Columbia.
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Tell the students that there is an information gap and the responsibility of each - 
new group member is to communicate their findings and for the others to ask 
questions of clarification and record new information.  

Allow students 20 minutes to share information with new group members. - 

Return to the guiding questions and have the students identify and record key 5.
words that they associate with the guiding questions. Record the list on the 
whiteboard and create a Word Cloud for next class. This word cloud can be the 
basis for a lesson review to begin the next activity. Suggested words might 
include: fishing, community, risk, restriction, perseverance, etc.
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Begin with a review of the word cloud gathered from the previous activity (you will 1.
want to create a Wordle/Word Cloud to share with the class) What words stand 
out? Why? Use these understandings to set up the Postcards activity.  

Assign one property card to each student (Sources 1.13–1.22). There are ten 2.
families from a variety of locations across the province. In each location a vibrant 
Japanese Canadian community existed prior uprooting in 1942. Each property 
card has a place description, property location, photos and detailed information 
about the family. 

Students explore the family they have been assigned, reviewing the place 3.
description, images, and family details. Tell your students that they will have 30 
minutes to review and highlight key bits of information and that each will be called 
upon to share something they have learned about their family. 

Select the medium through which they will complete the postcard. There are a 4.
number of creative ways in which your students can author a postcard: 

Use the postcard template Handout 1.5 Write a Postcard, use a slide deck - 
(like PowerPoint or Prezie, tools like Wixie, or tablet/iPad/Chromebook-based 
creative tools), and write a travel blog/VLOG.  

Alternatively, create a class social media account and have students share - 
their designs and information on one of common platforms (e.g. Facebook 
post, Vimeo, Vine). 

Postcard elements:  5.

Review the criteria listed in Handout 1.5. - 

The post card can include any number of design and information sharing - 
elements. 

Teachers can choose the selected elements list provided in Handout 1.5 or - 
have the students brainstorm the criteria for the post cards as a class.  

Post the completed cards for peer review and have students share out their 6.
impressions of these vibrant communities in pre-war British Columbia. 

POSTCARDS FROM B.C. 
ACTIVITY 
◆ SUGGESTED TIME: 60 MINUTES 

LEARNING RESOURCES REQUIRED 
Handout 1.5    Write a Postcard • 

Source 1.13     The Kumano Family • 

Source 1.14     The Shimotakahara Family • 

Source 1.15     The Maikawa Family • 

Source 1.16     The Morishita and Ebisuzaki • 
Families 

Source 1.17      The Tagashira Family • 

Source 1.18     The Kagetsu Family • 

Source 1.19     The Atagi Family • 

Source 1.20     The Murakami Family • 

Source 1.21     The Hashizume Family • 

Source 1.22     The Shimizu and Nishikaze • 
Families 

In the culminating activity for this lesson, students 
assume the role of a traveler visiting a family in 
pre-war British Columbia. Students will send a  
postcard home describing community life as they 
would have experienced it in the 1930s. Students 
will use images, maps, and detailed descriptions 
from  Japanese Canadian families from the 
period. The property cards provide a glimpse into 
the Japanese Canadian community across the 
province of B.C. during the late 1930s.
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LESSON 1  HANDOUT 1.1  ICEBERG DIAGRAM 
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LESSON 1  HANDOUT 1.2  MIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT IN CANADA 

The first known Japanese migrant to Canada, Manzo Nagano, stayed 
ashore in New Westminster in 1877 after the ship on which he arrived 
departed for Japan. Nagano was likely the first Japanese fisherman in 
the Fraser River, and thousands of migrants would follow in his 
footsteps in the half-century that followed. By the mid-1880s, a steady 
stream of migrants from Japan arrived every year to Canada’s colonial 
settlements on the West Coast. Many were young men who found 
employment in the fishing, mining, lumber, and construction industries. 
Most probably envisioned only a temporary stay in North America. The 
wages they earned in British Columbia allowed them to return home to 
Japan with funds to purchase land and pursue dreams that would 
otherwise have been impossible. 

Thousands, however, settled in British Columbia. In time, centres of 
immigrant communities took shape. In 1887, Shinkichi Tamura opened 
a toy shop at the corner of Cordova and Carrall in Vancouver’s East 
End, helping to lay the foundations for a Japanese Canadian 
neighbourhood that would be the largest in the country. Part of a 
bustling and diverse immigrant section of the city, the Powell Street 
neighbourhood soon housed hundreds of Japanese Canadian 
businesses, lodging rooms, and residences.  

By the 1930s, Japanese Canadians cultivated fruit from the Fraser 
Valley to the Okanagan, fished the west coast of Vancouver Island and 
the northern stretches of the Mainland Coast, and owned (and worked 
in) lumberyards in the Comox Valley. They laboured in mines, cooked 
meals, ran groceries, gardened, cut hair, and owned small businesses 
in locales throughout coastal British Columbia. In 1935, after a survey 
of the Japanese Canadian population, University of British Columbia 
(UBC) student Rigenda Sumida (a visiting student from Japan) noted 
the diversity of Japanese Canadian lives. Their average standard of 
living was lower than the population as a whole, but they had 

nonetheless achieved considerable stability. Countering racist 
caricatures, Sumida reflected, “they are human beings … as intelligent 
and progressive as any race on earth, and they are not content to 
simply exist, but … desire the comforts, of fine homes, automobiles, 
radios, and all the other articles or services which Western civilization 
provides.” 

Joining a settlement founded on the displacement of indigenous 
people and intended by its leaders as white and British, Japanese 
Canadians were never immune to racism. As one immigrant to 
Vancouver’s Powell Street neighbourhood later reflected, “ever since 
the Japanese arrived in B.C., they have had to endure persistent 
[racist] campaigns” in which “absurd rumours” coloured public 
sentiment and motivated exclusionary law at every level of government. 
Along with Chinese, South Asians, and Indigenous peoples, Japanese 
Canadians were barred from voting or holding public office. B.C. laws 
forbade jobs in industry, public works, law, and pharmacy.  

The arrival of a boat, the SS Kumeric to British Columbia in July 
1907 was a pivotal moment in this history. “Hundreds of Mikado’s 
Subjects Reached Vancouver,” ran a headline in the Vancouver 
Province on the day the ship anchored in the Burrard Inlet. “The decks 
of the steamer,” reported the paper, “literally swarmed with the little 
brown men.” The paper warned that the passengers (whose actual 
number included more than 1,100 Japanese migrants) represented “the 
advance guard of a host soon to locate British Columbia.” A racist 
organization, the Asiatic Exclusion League, spent the next month 
preparing a major demonstration to protest the Pacific arrivals. When it 
occurred, on 7 September 1907, the demonstration escalated into 
rioting, with exclusionists ransacking Chinese and Japanese Canadian 
businesses and homes in the East End of the city, causing thousands 
of dollars of damage and sparking international controversy.  
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LESSON 1  HANDOUT 1.3  GEOGRAPHIC THINKING COMPETENCIES 

Patterns and Trends (Why did Japanese immigrants settle in the 
places we find them?) 
 
 

 
 
 
Interrelationships (How did Japanese immigrants integrate into the 
economic and social fabric of society?) 
 
 
 
 

 

Adapted from TC2 Teaching Geographical Thinking (2016).

GEOGRAPHIC THINKING COMPETENCIES

Spatial Significance Patterns and Trends Interrelationships Geographic Perspective

What is where? Why there? Why care? What Point of View?

Identify where places are located 
on the earth’s surface based on 
natural and/or human 
characteristics.

Determine the importance of why 
the characteristics are similar 
and/or repeat.

Identify where human and/or 
natural characteristics and 
processes interact or connect 
within and between each other.

Analyse the multiple points of 
view of the geographic issue, 
event, or development 
considering applicable 
environmental, economic, political 
or social lenses.
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LESSON 1  HANDOUT 1.4  THE INFORMATION GAP

 

INFORMATION GAP CHART

Theme Evidence Conclusions

Economic Activities

Cultural Activities

Community Building
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LESSON 1  HANDOUT 1.5  WRITE A POSTCARD 

It is 1939. Your doctor has just approved your release from 
tuberculosis quarantine. Your parents are thrilled. “Why don’t you take 
a trip?” they say, noticing that your energy has returned. “Get out of 
the house — go visit your relatives in British Columbia!” Where will you 
go? Who will you visit? What will you do?  

 

Review the property card you have been assigned for critical 1.
details about life in the community you are visiting. 

Write your postcard 2.

In your correspondence ‘home’ include clear descriptions of (a)
daily life, culture, leisure activities, and other relevant details 
that paint a picture of life in this community before the war. 
Include some reference to the image or drawing that you 
included on the front of the card. 

You may include references to the challenges faced by (b)
Japanese Canadians and offer opinions in relation to any 
observations you may have made. 

The general tone of the message is to be positive with a desire (c)
to ‘sell’ the experience in British Columbia so that other 
relatives might be encouraged to travel here.
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LESSON 1  HANDOUT 1.5  POSTCARD 
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.1  LUMBER MILL, VANCOUVER ISLAND 

Japanese Paper Company, Lumber Mill 
Vancouver Island, B.C. ca. 1920. Nikkei National 
Museum 2010.23.2.4.194
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.2  DRY CLEANERS, VANCOUVER 

Victory Wholesale Cleaners. Shotaro Yamakami, his 
wife Onobu and a co-worker. 706 W. Broadway, 
Vancouver, B.C. ca. 1947. Library and Archives 
Canada/RG33-69/e011179118-019
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.3  BERRY FARM, FRASER VALLEY 

Yamamoto Berry Farm. Mission, B.C. ca. 1920s. 
Library and Archives Canada/RG33-
69/e011178454-31
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.4  FISHING BOATS, STEVESTON 

Shigetaro Nishi and his fishing vessels in Steveston, 
B.C. ca. 1930s. Library and Archives Canada/RG33-
69/e011178423-096
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.5  JUDO GROUP, POWELL ST., VANCOUVER 

Group portrait of Shigetaka (Steve) Sasaki seated in 
front, and three members of the judogi. ca. 1930. 
Nikkei National Museum 2011.64.1.34
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.6  ROYAL VISIT PARADE, POWELL ST., VANCOUVER 

Royal Visit of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth 
Parade along Powell Street, Vancouver, B.C. ca. 
1939. Nikkei National Museum 2010.80.2.76
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.7  ASAHI BASEBALL GAME, OPPENHEIMER PARK, VANCOUVER 

Asahi Baseball Team, Powell Street Grounds, 
Vancouver, B.C. ca. 1929. Nikkei National Museum 
2010.26.25
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.8  FUJI CHOP SUEY RESTAURANT, VANCOUVER 

Fuji Chop Suey Restaurant, 314 Powell Street, 
Vancouver, B.C. ca. 1930. Nikkei National Museum 
2012.10.1.5.6
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.9  JAPANESE UNITED CHURCH, VANCOUVER 

Japanese United Church, Powell St. area, Vancouver, 
B.C. ca. 1941. Nikkei National Museum 2010.31.37
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.10  JAPANESE FISHERMEN’S HOSPITAL, STEVESTON 

Japanese Fishermen’s Hospital, Steveston, B.C. ca. 
1925. Nikkei National Museum 2010.23.2.4.52
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.11  PROPERTY OWNERSHIP – MAPLE RIDGE, B.C. 

Caption for photo.Map of Japanese Canadian owned property,  
Maple Ridge, B.C. ca. 1940. Landscapes of Injustice 
2018
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.12  VANCOUVER JAPANESE HALL AND JAPANESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL

Vancouver Japanese Hall and Japanese Language 
School, Powell St. Area, Vancouver, B.C. Graduating 
Student picture, ca. 1939. Nikkei National Museum 
2010.80.2.130
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.13  THE KUMANO FAMILY 

Family Name: Kumano 
Family Members: Roy, Bobby, Harry, Masuye, and Sukge 
Street Address: 203 Powell Street Vancouver, B.C. 
Occupation: Taxi Driver, Printer and Entertainer 
Location: Vancouver, British Columbia

Vancouver sits on the coast of British Columbia’s mainland, on the shore 
of the Pacific and near the mouth of the Fraser River. New arrivals to the 
region recognized the geographic advantage of a settlement in this place. 
The land on which it stands has long been home to people of the 
Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh nations (xʷməθkʷəy̓əm 
(Musqueam), Skwxwú7mesh-ulh Temíx̱w (Squamish) and səl̓ilwətaɁɬ 

təməxʷ (Tsleil-Waututh) territory). 
In 1939, Vancouver is the economic engine of the province. The 

Canadian Pacific railway carries timber, coal, and canned fish across 
Canada. The port delivers the same resources across the world. It is a 
time of optimism: this year has shown the first signs of economic pros-
perity since the Great Depression. Newcomers pour into the city hoping 
to take advantage of the province’s natural wealth. 

Powell Street is the heart of Japanese Canadian life in Vancouver. It is 
lined with Japanese Canadian-owned shops, businesses, restaurants, 
boarding houses, and food merchants catering to Japanese Canadians 
in and beyond Vancouver. Powell Street begins in the business centre of 
Vancouver and runs east toward the city’s working-class districts. 
Shipyards and lumber mills lie north of Powell Street. Residential neigh-
borhoods, with family homes, expand southwards. The streets bustle 
with millworkers, entrepreneurs, established families, and new 
immigrants.  

Not all Japanese Canadians live in the Powell Street neighborhood. 
Some families have moved to different parts of the city. Successful entre-
prenuers live in wealthier neighborhoods like Kerrisdale. Even as the 
community grows, however, Powell Street remains a vital centre to 
Japanese Canadian life. Only there can you find the home-turf of the 
beloved Asahi baseball team, uniquely Japanese cuisine, and the head-
quarters of community newspapers.
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.13  THE KUMANO FAMILY 

ABOUT THE KUMANO FAMILY 
Two brothers rent a two-storey, wooden house at 203 Powell Street: Bobby 
and Roy Kumano. They are nisei, or second-generation Japanese 
Canadians. Their parents immigrated to Canada in 1887 and are recognized 
as pioneers in the local community. Bobby and Roy’s third brother, Harry, 
and two sisters, Masuye and Sukge, live elsewhere in Vancouver. 

Bobby, 26-years-old, is the eldest. He works as a driver for Yama Taxi, 
a business owned by Mr. Shintaro Yamashita. He has had this job for 
years. Yama Taxi has six automobiles on the street at any given time.  

Bobby and his wife, Asae, have three young children: May (age 6), 
Leslie (age 3), and Hiroshi (2 months). Their growing family is filling the 
five-room home quickly.  

Bobby’s younger brother Roy is 24 and single. He works as a printer 
at a nearby business, Taiyo Printing. In the evenings, however, Roy is an 
entertainer. He is the star of the Gakuyukai Harmonica Band. He is also 
part of a second musical ensemble that features a koto, a Japanese string 
instrument. 

Left: Yama Taxis lined up outside the home of Shintaro Yamashita. Nikkei National Museum 2011.11.1.4 
Centre: Portrait of Yama Taxi Drivers. Bobby Kumano stands second from the right. He is wearing a grey suit and white scarf. Nikkei National Museum 2011.11.1.5 
Right: Roy Kumano with the Gakuyukai Harmonica Band. Roy stands at the centre, wearing a light grey suit. Nikkei National Museum 2001.19.9
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.14  THE SHIMOTAKAHARA FAMILY 

Family Name: Shimotakahara 
Family Members: Kozo, Shin, Sachi, George, and Vernon 
Street Address: 210 Powell Street Vancouver, B.C. 
Occupation: Doctor 
Location: Vancouver, British Columbia

Vancouver sits on the coast of British Columbia’s mainland, on the shore 
of the Pacific and near the mouth of the Fraser River. New arrivals to the 
region recognized the geographic advantage of a settlement in this place. 
The land on which it stands has long been home to people of the 
Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh nations (xʷməθkʷəy̓əm 
(Musqueam), Skwxwú7mesh-ulh Temíx̱w (Squamish) and səl̓ilwətaɁɬ 

təməxʷ (Tsleil-Waututh) territory). 
In 1939, Vancouver is the economic engine of the province. The 

Canadian Pacific railway carries timber, coal, and canned fish across 
Canada. The port delivers the same resources across the world. It is a 
time of optimism: this year has shown the first signs of economic pros-
perity since the Great Depression. Newcomers pour into the city hoping 
to take advantage of the province’s natural wealth. 

Powell Street is the heart of Japanese Canadian life in Vancouver. It is 
lined with Japanese Canadian-owned shops, businesses, restaurants, 
boarding houses, and food merchants catering to Japanese Canadians 
in and beyond Vancouver. Powell Street begins in the business centre of 
Vancouver and runs east toward the city’s working-class districts. 
Shipyards and lumber mills lie north of Powell Street. Residential neigh-
borhoods, with family homes, expand southwards. The streets bustle with 
millworkers, entrepreneurs, established families, and new immigrants.  

Not all Japanese Canadians live in the Powell Street neighborhood. 
Some families have moved to different parts of the city. Successful entre-
prenuers live in wealthier neighborhoods like Kerrisdale. Even as the 
community grows, however, Powell Street remains a vital centre to 
Japanese Canadian life. Only there can you find the home-turf of the 
beloved Asahi baseball team, uniquely Japanese cuisine, and the head-
quarters of community newspapers.
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.14  THE SHIMOTAKAHARA FAMILY 

ABOUT THE SHIMOTAKAHARA FAMILY 
Dr. Kozo Shimotakahara owns the building at the corner of Powell Street 
and Main Street. Dr. Shimotakahara became the first Japanese Canadian 
physician when he established his practice in the 1920s. His offices are 
upstairs, beside a dentist’s office and nineteen apartments. Downstairs, 
at street level, there are several businesses, including a clothing store, a 
watchmaker, and a photography studio. At the west end of the building, 
on the corner, Mr. Eizo Shinkoda runs the Takahara Drug Store. 

Dr. Shimotakahara and his wife, Shin, are well-known around Vancouver’s 
Powell Street for their contributions to the community. They have three 
children: Sachi (17), George (22), Vernon Shinchi (24). Now, only Sachi lives 
with his parents in their beautiful home on 1245 West 10th Avenue. 

The Japanese Canadian community struggles with high rates of 
tuberculosis (or TB), a highly contagious respiratory disease. Life during 
the Great Depression is gruelling: many people work hard jobs, eat poor 
diets, and live in crowded conditions. In these conditions, the disease 
spreads easily. Dr. Shimotakahara works with the Vancouver Health 
Department and other Japanese Canadian health professionals to run 
TB clinics and educational campaigns about the disease. Their efforts 
make a difference: since they began, they have reduced disease rates 
by nearly half. 

Left: Dr. Kozo Shimotakahara was an ardent sport fisherman. This photo is from 1930. Nikkei National Museum 2001.4.3 
Centre: This is the Shimotakahara home at 1245 West 10th Ave, West Vancouver. Library and Archives Canada/RG33-69/e011167808-024 
Right: Dr. Kozo Shimotakahara owns this building at the corner of Powell Street and Main Street. His offices are on the second floor. Library and Archives Canada/RG33-
69/e011167808-026
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.15  THE MAIKAWA FAMILY 

Family Name: Maikawa 
Family Members: Sannosuke, Eiko, and Tajiro Ogino 
Street Address: 314 Powell Street Vancouver, B.C. 
Occupation: Restaurant owner/operator – Fuji Chop Suey 
Location: Vancouver, British Columbia

Vancouver sits on the coast of British Columbia’s mainland, on the shore 
of the Pacific and near the mouth of the Fraser River. New arrivals to the 
region recognized the geographic advantage of a settlement in this place. 
The land on which it stands has long been home to people of the 
Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh nations (xʷməθkʷəy̓əm 
(Musqueam), Skwxwú7mesh-ulh Temíx̱w (Squamish) and səl̓ilwətaɁɬ 

təməxʷ (Tsleil-Waututh) territory). 
In 1939, Vancouver is the economic engine of the province. The 

Canadian Pacific railway carries timber, coal, and canned fish across 
Canada. The port delivers the same resources across the world. It is a 
time of optimism: this year has shown the first signs of economic pros-
perity since the Great Depression. Newcomers pour into the city hoping 
to take advantage of the province’s natural wealth. 

Powell Street is the heart of Japanese Canadian life in Vancouver. It is 
lined with Japanese Canadian-owned shops, businesses, restaurants, 
boarding houses, and food merchants catering to Japanese Canadians 
in and beyond Vancouver. Powell Street begins in the business centre of 
Vancouver and runs east toward the city’s working-class districts. 
Shipyards and lumber mills lie north of Powell Street. Residential neigh-
borhoods, with family homes, expand southwards. The streets bustle with 
millworkers, entrepreneurs, established families, and new immigrants.  

Not all Japanese Canadians live in the Powell Street neighborhood. 
Some families have moved to different parts of the city. Successful entre-
prenuers live in wealthier neighborhoods like Kerrisdale. Even as the 
community grows, however, Powell Street remains a vital centre to 
Japanese Canadian life. Only there can you find the home-turf of the 
beloved Asahi baseball team, uniquely Japanese cuisine, and the head-
quarters of community newspapers.
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.15  THE MAIKAWA FAMILY 

ABOUT THE MAIKAWA FAMILY 
Fuji Chop Suey is the most popular restaurant on Powell Street. It has a 
dining room upstairs and a banquet hall on the ground floor. The 
restaurant serves Japanese-style Chinese cuisine and is a fashionable 
venue for wedding receptions, organization anniversaries, and graduation 
celebrations. 

Fuji Chop Suey is one of the few restaurants where Japanese 
Canadian women and children can go. Most Japanese Canadian 

restaurants in the area cater to men. Restaurants in other parts of 
Vancouver often refuse Japanese Canadian customers. 

Sannosuke Maikawa purchased the restaurant in 1938. The Maikawa 
family is well-established in the neighbourhood. They own several busi-
nesses on Powell Street, including a fish market, a mechanic garage, 
and a department store. Sannosuke’s daughter, Eiko, and son-in-law, 
Tajiro Ogino, manage the restaurant. Eiko and Tajiro live with their young 
son (age 2) in a house on Alexander Street.

Left: A meeting of the Fukui Kenjinkai in the Fuji Chop Suey banquet hall. They gathered to welcome a diplomat from Japan. This event was held July 4, 1930. Photograph by Seo 
Shinshinkan, Nikkei National Museum 2012.10.1.5.6 
Centre: A view of the Fuji Chop Suey restaurant from the street. Photograph by Stuart Thomson, City of Vancouver Archives 99-3873 
Right: Eiko Maikawa in 1925. She later married Tajiro Ogino. After her father purchased the restaurant in 1938, Eiko and Tajiro managed Fuji Chop Suey. Nikkei National Museum 
2011.45.8
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.16  THE MORISHITA AND EBISUZAKI FAMILIES 

Family Names: Morishita and Ebisuzaki 
Family Members: Masataro and Hide Ebisuzaki 
Kojiro, Sawa, Setsuko, Hatsumi, Nancy, and Teruo Morishita 
Street Address: 337 Powell Street Vancouver, B.C 
Occupation: Owner/operator of Ebisuzaki Shoten, a general store 
Location: Vancouver, British Columbia

Vancouver sits on the coast of British Columbia’s mainland, on the shore 
of the Pacific and near the mouth of the Fraser River. New arrivals to the 
region recognized the geographic advantage of a settlement in this place. 
The land on which it stands has long been home to people of the 
Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh nations (xʷməθkʷəy̓əm 
(Musqueam), Skwxwú7mesh-ulh Temíx̱w (Squamish) and səl̓ilwətaɁɬ 

təməxʷ (Tsleil-Waututh) territory). 
In 1939, Vancouver is the economic engine of the province. The 

Canadian Pacific railway carries timber, coal, and canned fish across 
Canada. The port delivers the same resources across the world. It is a 
time of optimism: this year has shown the first signs of economic pros-
perity since the Great Depression. Newcomers pour into the city hoping 
to take advantage of the province’s natural wealth. 

Powell Street is the heart of Japanese Canadian life in Vancouver. It is 
lined with Japanese Canadian-owned shops, businesses, restaurants, 
boarding houses, and food merchants catering to Japanese Canadians 
in and beyond Vancouver. Powell Street begins in the business centre of 
Vancouver and runs east toward the city’s working-class districts. 
Shipyards and lumber mills lie north of Powell Street. Residential neigh-
borhoods, with family homes, expand southwards. The streets bustle with 
millworkers, entrepreneurs, established families, and new immigrants.  

Not all Japanese Canadians live in the Powell Street neighborhood. 
Some families have moved to different parts of the city. Successful entre-
prenuers live in wealthier neighborhoods like Kerrisdale. Even as the 
community grows, however, Powell Street remains a vital centre to 
Japanese Canadian life. Only there can you find the home-turf of the 
beloved Asahi baseball team, uniquely Japanese cuisine, and the head-
quarters of community newspapers.
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.16  THE MORISHITA AND EBISUZAKI FAMILIES 

ABOUT THE MORISHITA AND EBISUZAKI FAMILIES 
One of the many businesses on Powell Street is the Ebisuzaki Shōten, 
or store. It sells just about everything: hand-made children’s overcoats, 
lady’s silk robes, dolls for Japanese festivals, and food imported from 
Japan. Rice, miso, soy sauce, tea, and noodles line its shelves.  

The store is family owned and run. It is named for Hide and Masatarō 
Ebisuzaki who opened the business in 1909. In 1920, Hide’s brother and 
sister-in-law, Teiji and Sawa, immigrated to Canada and began helping 
with the business. The families live and work together. Now, their house 

is filled with children. Teiji’s daughter, Nancy, remembers a “crazy” busy 
home, “a big house with lots of people in it.” 

The business serves Japanese Canadians across coastal British 
Columbia. Every few weeks, Teiji drives to deliver groceries. He visits 
farmers in the Fraser Valley, fishers in Steveston, and loggers on Vancouver 
Island. If a customer is unable to afford their purchase, the Ebisuzaki 
Shōten extends them credit. Its motto was “Thin Profit, Thick Trust.”

Left: Members of the Ebisuzaki and Morishita families stand with store employees on the front steps of a residence. Masataro Ebisuzaki stands on the left, wearing a suit jacket. 
His wife, Hide Ebisuzaki, sits at the right-hand side of the group. Hide’s brother, Kojiro, stands to the right of her young daughter, Hatsumi. Nikkei National Museum 2011.79.4.1.1.70 
Centre: Sawa sits with her children: Setsuko, Hatsumi, Nancy, and Teruo. Nikkei National Museum 2011.79.4.1.3.2 
Right: Uncle Kojiro Ebisuzaki holds the hand of his nephew, Teruo Morishita. They are in Vancouver’s Stanley Park. The Lion’s Gate Bridge appears in the background. Nikkei 
National Museum 2011.79.4.1.3.78 
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.17  THE TAGASHIRA FAMILY 

Family Name: Tagashira 
Family Members: Masue, Rinkichi, Misayaki, Aiko 
Street Address: 679 Cordova St. Vancouver, B.C. 
Occupation: Tagashira Trading Co., barber, domestic work 
Location: Vancouver, British Columbia

Vancouver sits on the coast of British Columbia’s mainland, on the shore 
of the Pacific and near the mouth of the Fraser River. New arrivals to the 
region recognized the geographic advantage of a settlement in this place. 
The land on which it stands has long been home to people of the 
Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh nations (xʷməθkʷəy̓əm 
(Musqueam), Skwxwú7mesh-ulh Temíx̱w (Squamish) and səl̓ilwətaɁɬ 

təməxʷ (Tsleil-Waututh) territory). 
In 1939, Vancouver is the economic engine of the province. The 

Canadian Pacific railway carries timber, coal, and canned fish across 
Canada. The port delivers the same resources across the world. It is a 
time of optimism: this year has shown the first signs of economic pros-
perity since the Great Depression. Newcomers pour into the city hoping 
to take advantage of the province’s natural wealth. 

Powell Street is the heart of Japanese Canadian life in Vancouver. It is 
lined with Japanese Canadian-owned shops, businesses, restaurants, 
boarding houses, and food merchants catering to Japanese Canadians 
in and beyond Vancouver. Powell Street begins in the business centre of 
Vancouver and runs east toward the city’s working-class districts. 
Shipyards and lumber mills lie north of Powell Street. Residential neigh-
borhoods, with family homes, expand southwards. The streets bustle with 
millworkers, entrepreneurs, established families, and new immigrants.  

Not all Japanese Canadians live in the Powell Street neighborhood. 
Some families have moved to different parts of the city. Successful entre-
prenuers live in wealthier neighborhoods like Kerrisdale. Even as the 
community grows, however, Powell Street remains a vital centre to 
Japanese Canadian life. Only there can you find the home-turf of the 
beloved Asahi baseball team, uniquely Japanese cuisine, and the head-
quarters of community newspapers.
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.17  THE TAGASHIRA FAMILY 

ABOUT THE TAGASHIRA FAMILY 
Masue and Rinkichi Tagashira are a relatively new couple. Masue was 
previously married. She had two children from this first marriage: 
Misayaki Donald (age 10) and Aiko (age 7). She became a widow, 
however, when her first husband suffered an injury at a logging camp in 
1932. 

In the Hungry Thirties life is hard. Jobs are scarce, and even fewer are 
available to women. Masue worked as a barber and then a domestic to 
support her children. A position at a Minister’s home gave her an 
opportunity to learn English. She took language classes in the evenings, 
practicing with her children. 

In 1938, businessman Rinkichi Tagashira needs help at his tobacco 
and candy wholesale company, the Tagashira Trading Company. Masue 
takes the position and soon they start acting like a family.  

Rinkichi has owned the Tagashira Trading Company since the early 
1920s. It sits at the edge of the Powell Street neighborhood. Masue helps 
at the counter, and sometimes Donald joins Rinkichi on delivery trips 
across the city. At home, Masue teaches ikebana, traditional Japanese 
flower arranging, lessons. Donald and Aiko attended the nearby Japanese 
Language School after their regular school days. The family attends 
church weekly. 

Left: Masue Tagashira with her children: Masayuki Donald and Aiko. Courtesy of Donald Jinnouchi.  
Right: Masue’s apartment building. She and her children moved here in the late 1930s. Library and Archives Canada/RG33-69/e011178463
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.18  THE KAGETSU FAMILY 

Family Name: Kagetsu 
Family Members: Eikichi, Toyo, Hideko, Kimiyo, Takako, Hiroshi, Akiko, 
Sachiko, Akira, and Tadashi 
Street Address: 2867 West 37th Ave. Vancouver, B.C. 
Occupation: Kagetsu Logging Company 
Location: Vancouver, British Columbia

Vancouver sits on the coast of British Columbia’s mainland, on the shore 
of the Pacific and near the mouth of the Fraser River. New arrivals to the 
region recognized the geographic advantage of a settlement in this place. 
The land on which it stands has long been home to people of the 
Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh nations (xʷməθkʷəy̓əm 
(Musqueam), Skwxwú7mesh-ulh Temíx̱w (Squamish) and səl̓ilwətaɁɬ 

təməxʷ (Tsleil-Waututh) territory). 
In 1939, Vancouver is the economic engine of the province. The 

Canadian Pacific railway carries timber, coal, and canned fish across 
Canada. The port delivers the same resources across the world. It is a 
time of optimism: this year has shown the first signs of economic pros-
perity since the Great Depression. Newcomers pour into the city hoping 
to take advantage of the province’s natural wealth. 

Powell Street is the heart of Japanese Canadian life in Vancouver. It is 
lined with Japanese Canadian-owned shops, businesses, restaurants, 
boarding houses, and food merchants catering to Japanese Canadians 
in and beyond Vancouver. Powell Street begins in the business centre of 
Vancouver and runs east toward the city’s working-class districts. 
Shipyards and lumber mills lie north of Powell Street. Residential neigh-
borhoods, with family homes, expand southwards. The streets bustle with 
millworkers, entrepreneurs, established families, and new immigrants.  

Not all Japanese Canadians live in the Powell Street neighborhood. 
Some families have moved to different parts of the city. Successful entre-
prenuers live in wealthier neighborhoods like Kerrisdale. Even as the 
community grows, however, Powell Street remains a vital centre to 
Japanese Canadian life. Only there can you find the home-turf of the 
beloved Asahi baseball team, uniquely Japanese cuisine, and the head-
quarters of community newspapers.
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.18  THE KAGETSU FAMILY 

ABOUT THE KAGETSU FAMILY 
The Kagetsu family has lived in the Kerrisdale neighborhood, an affluent 
neighborhood of Vancouver, since 1918. They have a large family: Hideko 
(27), Kimiyo (22), Takako (19), Hiroshi (18), Akiko (17), Sachiko (15), Akira 
(12), and Tadashi (8).  

When Eikichi first arrived in Canada, in 1908, he had little money to 
his name. He saw an opportunity in British Columbia’s landscape: lumber. 
Over the course of three decades, Eikichi built a logging empire on 
Vancouver Island. Success, however, required hard work and determin -
ation to overcome failures along the way.  

In 1939, Eikichi is a community leader. For several years, he has been 
the President of the Japanese Canadian Citizen’s Association. During 
his leadership he laid a wreath for fallen Japanese Canadian soldiers at 
Vimy Ridge, France, in 1936. The next year, Eikichi, Toyo, and their 
children were on the dock to welcome the Japanese Prince and Princess 
Chichibu when they visited Vancouver. 

Every so often, the family goes fishing in Fisherman’s Cove, outside 
of Vancouver. On the way back to Vancouver, they stop at their favorite 
restaurant, Fuji Chop Suey, and have the chef prepare their freshly 

Left: Eikichi, wearing a suit vest sitting on the ground, with his workers around a massive felled tree. Nikkei National Museum 2016.14.1.6.026 
Centre: The Kagetsu family in the 1920s outside their home in Kerrisdale. Nikkei National Museum 2016.14.1.6 
Right: The Kagetsus look out over Burrard Inlet. Nikkei National Museum 2016.14.1.14.002
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.19  THE ATAGI FAMILY 

Family Name: Atagi 
Family Members: Tsunematsu, Kaya, Kaoru, Hisao, Kenji, and Osamu 
Street Address: Steveston, B.C. 
Occupation: Atagi Boatworks, fishermen and boat builders 
Location: Steveston, British Columbia

Steveston is a major fishing village in southern British Columbia. It sits 
where the most important river in province, the Fraser River, meets the 
Pacific Ocean. Docks and canneries line its shore. Fishermen, ship-
builders, and merchants call Steveston home. These lands sit on the 
traditional and unceded territories of the sc̓əwaθenaɁɬ təməxʷ 
(Tsawwassen), S’ólh Téméxw (Stó:lo ̄��), Kwantlen, Stz'uminus, 
xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam). 

The promise of Steveston’s abundant waters first drew settlers from 
Japan, China, and Europe to the region in the 1880s. At that time, 
Canadian law ordered local First Nations from their traditional lands to 
designated reserves. Despite this attempt to separate First Nations 
people from settler life, they became part of the growing village and work 
in the fisheries and canneries. Racial discrimination persists in the 1930s. 
Cannery owners pay workers differently, according to their heritage.  

There is an old story that the first Japanese migrants emigrated after 
hearing that you could drop a bucket into the ocean and pull it up filled 
with salmon. Many came from Wakayama, a coastal region in Japan. 
They bring with them old knowledge of boatbuilding and fishing. 
Japanese Canadians work hard and have become some of the most 
successful fishers in the province. In 1939, there are several Japanese 
Canadian run fishing co-operatives.  

Steveston has the second largest Japanese Canadian community in 
British Columbia. A Japanese Mission and hospital serve the needs of 
the fishermen, cannery workers, and their families. There is also a 
Buddhist Temple. In 1939 Japanese Canadian children attend classes 
with students of other backgrounds. Alongside other residents in 
Steveston, Japanese Canadians celebrate Dominion Day and May Day. 
Many follow Japanese tradition and celebrate Girl’s Day in March and 
Boy’s Day in May. In the summer, there are community picnics and play 
baseball.
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.19  THE ATAGI FAMILY 

ABOUT THE ATAGI FAMILY 
The Atagi family lives in Steveston, a thriving fishing town. Their father, 
Tsunematsu, fishes in the summers and builds boats in the winters. He 
opened the Atagi Boatworks in 1905. He is a master of his craft: since he 
began, his boatworks has built over 300 fishing vessels. His carpenters 
use whatever tools are best for the job, whether Japanese or Canadian. 
Around the community, Tsunematsu is known as “the President” for his 
wise leadership. 

Tsunematsu’s success allowed him to purchase land and build a home 
in Steveston. He built other buildings on the property, which he rents to 
other families. The children play together. Sometimes, they sneak into 
the workshop to watch the carpenters at work. Many look up to the Atagi 
brothers: Kaoru, Hisao, Kenji, and Osamu.  

The Atagis have a full household, filled with visiting neighbors, and 
hired carpenters. In the evening, the workers gamble. Mrs. Name Atagi 
cooks for everyone. Maintaining the house is a full-time job. 

Left: The Atagi Boatworks. University of British Columbia Rare Books and Special Collections BC-1532-1246-1 
Centre: The Atagi brothers: Kaoru, Hisao, Kenji, and Osamu. Photo courtesy of Susumu Tabata.  
Right: The Atagi family with neighbors and friends. From left to right: Susumu Tabata, Osamu Atagi, Shoji Tabata, Kaoru Atagi, Shizemi Tabata, Mrs. Atagi, Mr. Atagi, Mrs. 
Yamashita, H. Tabata, Hisao Atagi. Photo courtesy of Susumu Tabata.
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.20  THE MURAKAMI FAMILY 

Family Name: Murakami 
Family Members: Kastuyori, Kimiko, Alice, Violet, Mary, and Rose 
Street Address: Salt Spring Island, B.C. 
Occupation: Farming, chickens, strawberries 
Location: Salt Spring Island, British Columbia

Salt Spring Island is one in a cluster of islands nestled between the 
British Columbia mainland and Vancouver Island. To the local Salish 
peoples, it is known as xʷənen ̕əč. The Colony of Vancouver Island 
incorporated and re-named it Salt Spring Island in 1910. The island is 
host to settlers of different backgrounds. The first were African 
Americans fleeing racism in California. Settlers from the British Isles, 
Hawai’i, China, and Japan soon followed. These lands sit on the 
traditional and unceded territories of the Tsawwassen, W ̱SÁNEĆ, 
Stz'uminus, and the Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group. 

Locals make a living farming, fishing, and logging. They run businesses 
in towns of Ganges and Vesuvius. The first Japanese Canadians on Salt 
Spring Island worked as labourers on the farms of settlers. In time, some 
Japanese Canadians purchased their own lands and began their own 
farms. Others support themselves by following the seasons. They fish in 
the summer and take on supplementary work, like carpentry or charcoal-
making, in the winter. 

The island has a mild climate, fertile soil, and abundant seafood in its 
waters. Many farmers raise chickens and sheep. The butter produced at 
the Salt Spring Island Creamery is famous on the island and beyond its 
shores.  

Church groups and associations, like the Japanese Young People’s 
Association, play an important part in people’s social lives. Picnics and 
boating are popular pastimes. The Pacific Ocean might be cold, but that 
doesn’t deter Salt Spring Islanders. Summers are spent swimming in its 
blue waters. In recent years, Salt Spring Island has become a desirable 
summer locale and resorts have opened to welcome tourists from 
Victoria and Vancouver.
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.20  THE MURAKAMI FAMILY 

ABOUT THE MURAKAMI FAMILY 
Kimiko and Katsuyori Murakami live on Salt Spring Island, near a town 
called Ganges. They have four young daughters: Alice (11), Violet (9), 
Mary (5), and Rose (2). Kimiko is a nisei, or second-generation Japanese 
Canadian. She was born in Steveston, a fishing village, in 1904. Kimiko’s 
parents moved to Salt Spring Island in 1909. Kimiko met her husband, 
Katsuyori, on a trip to Japan in 1925.  

When the newlyweds returned to Canada, they worked on the farm 
of Kimiko’s parents so that they could save for their home. That day came 
in 1934, when they purchased a property next-door. Katsuyori cleared 

the land: he used dynamite on the largest stumps and built their home 
by hand.  

On Sharpe Road, where they live, there is a sense of community. Their 
neighbours are other Japanese Canadian families and Kimiko and 
Katsuyori know that it’s safe to let their daughters run and play. 

The Murakami farm is growing and prosperous. They have six chicken 
houses, with over 5,000 chickens. They sell asparagus and berries to 
markets in Victoria. When the British King and Queen visit Victoria in the 
summer of 1939, they will eat Murakami strawberries. 

Left: A photograph of Salt Spring Island. Salt Spring Island Archives 
Centre: Katsuyori and Kimiko Murakami with their children. Alice Murakami, standing, Violet and Mary seated, and Rose on Kimiko’s knee.  
Salt Spring Island Archives 2044-005-024 
Right: Katsuyori Murakami feeding the chickens. Salt Spring Island Archives 2004-005-012
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.21  THE HASHIZUME FAMILY 

Family Name: Hashizume 
Family Members: Tashiro, Etsu, John (Eichi), Tayeko,  
Street Address: Mission, B.C. 
Occupation: Midwife, Farming: strawberries, loganberries, 
raspberries, rhubarb, and prunes 
Location: Mission, British Columbia 

The Fraser Valley is the flood plain of the Fraser River, the most important 
waterway in British Columbia. Natural cycles created this fertile valley: 
each flood of the Fraser River deposited a layer of topsoil and debris 
onto the plain. Over thousands of years, these rich soils accumulated 
and created some of the best farmlands in Canada. These lands sit on 
the traditional and unceded territories of the S’ólh Téméxw (Stó:lo ̄), 
Kwantlen, and the Stz'uminus. 

The rich region is Stó:lo territory. Before the discovery of gold in the 
Fraser Valley in 1858, they had lived in the region for millennia. The Gold 
Rush became the first major challenge to the ownership and control over 
their lands and resources. In the decades that followed, Stó:lō communities 
were pushed from their land and faced, sometimes, violent conflict with 
settlers.  

In 1939 Mission is known as “Home of the Big Red Strawberry”  — the 
heart of the berry industry in the Fraser Valley. Those who settled in the 
region cleared shrub and forest by hand. They used dynamite to blast 
stumps. Backbreaking farm labour followed the hard work of clearing the 
land. In time, however, the strawberry farms flourish.  Japanese Canadians 
joined those seeking to build a life in the region. Many farmers purchased 
land after years of working in Vancouver’s sawmills. In 1939, there are 
over 100 Japanese Canadian-owned farms in the region. Many families 
are sending their second- or third-generation Canadian children to 
Mission’s elementary school.  

Mission’s Japanese Canadian community is vibrant. The Japanese 
Farmer’s Association (or Nokai), established in 1916, is the heart of the 
community. The farming co-operative creates business opportunities for its 
members. They work together to break into a market that privileges those 
of European ancestry. The co-operative’s hall is a meeting place, but it also 
hosts social gatherings, festivals, and picnics. Other organizations also 
serve the growing community: the Mission Judo Club, the Mission Buddhist 
Church, and a Japanese Language School.  
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.21  THE HASHIZUME FAMILY 

ABOUT THE HASHIZUME FAMILY 
John Eichi (age 26) inherited the Hashizume family farm when his father 
passed away last fall. The family farms strawberries, loganberries, rasp-
berries, and prunes. Over the winter, they grow rhubarb in greenhouses.  

His father and mother, Etsu, immigrated to Mission in 1913. Their first 
home was merely a shack. Over thirty years, they expanded their farm-
land. Today, they own 32 acres. It is one of the most successful farms in 
the region. Labourers on temporary work visas from Japan, yoniyoses, 
work in the fields.  

John’s mother, Etsu, is a midwife. She has caught many of the Japanese 
Canadian babies in Mission. When she is unable to attend a birth in 

person, she sends instructions to expecting families. She is in high 
demand; families in Mission are growing quickly.  

John practices judo with sensei Steve Sasaki in Vancouver. Soon, he will 
be a father: he and his wife, Tayeko, are expecting their first child. John’s 
youngest brother and sisters are still teenagers. One of his father’s final 
wishes was for Etsu them to Japan to finish their high-school educations. 
They are just about to leave.

Scenes from the Hashizumi farm. Library and Archives Canada/RG33-69/e011167836
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.22  THE SHIMIZU AND NISHIKAZE FAMILIES 

Family Names: Shimizu and Nishikaze 
Family Members: Tom (Shotaro), Kimiko, Henry, Haruko, Yoshiko 
Shimizu; George, Komaye, Mary, Chiea, Koichi, Judy, and Harry 
Nishikaze 
Street Address: Prince Rupert, B.C. 
Occupation: Hotel and Restaurant: Dominion Hotel and Cafe 
Location: Prince Rupert, British Columbia

Getting to Prince Rupert takes a long time: the northern port-city is nearly 
800km north-west of Vancouver. The region has been home to the 
Ts’msyen people for over 5,000 years. The Ts’msyen take up seasonal 
residences throughout the territory, following harvest and trade cycles. 
The land and ocean are rich resources: the lives of the Ts’msyen are 
sustained by the diverse species of the area, including salmon and shell-
fish, along with the harvest of berries and other inland resources.  

Missionaries and fur traders first visited the region in the mid-1800s. 
Settlers soon followed, drawn by the rich natural resources. Canneries 
and ports sprung up along the coastline. The city of Prince Rupert was 
officially created when, in 1905, the Grand Trunk Railway chose the site 
to be a terminus of its transcontinental railway. Prince Rupert became 
the business centre of British Columbia’s northern coast. As architects 
planned the city, settlers purchased land.  

Immigrants from across the world join the Ts’msyen people in the region: 
Japan, China, Finland, and the British Isles. The streets of Prince Rupert 
and nearby ports bustle with people of these different backgrounds. They 
work in logging and fishing industries alike, but face different challenges. 
British Columbia law limits the fishing permits Japanese Canadians can 
hold. Canadian law sends Indigenous children to residential schools. 
Canneries pay Chinese Canadian less than their co-workers of European 
heritage.  

Prince Rupert serves as a commercial hub to a series of satellite 
towns, villages, and camps in the area. Nearby Port Essington, right on 
the Skeena River, is nearly two thirds Japanese Canadians. Men work in 
the fishing and logging industries. Women run homes and work at the 
canneries.
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LESSON 1  SOURCE 1.22  THE SHIMIZU AND NISHIKAZE FAMILIES 

ABOUT THE SHIMIZU AND NISHIKAZE FAMILIES 
The Dominion Café and Hotel sits in the business district on 3rd Avenue, 
Prince Rupert. Tom Shimizu and George Nishikaze opened the business 
in 1915. Tom Shimizu is a sharp businessman. He runs the restaurant 
and hotel. George cooks. He serves British fare: roast beef, steaks, and 
stews. The restaurant is widely-known for its delicious food. 

The Dominion Café and Hotel has two floors. The restaurant is on the 
first floor and the hotel’s rooms are on the second. The restaurant seats 
a hundred customers and is open all day. Sometimes it hosts weddings 
and banquets.  

Tom and George’s wives, Kimiko Shimizu and Kamaye Nishikaze, are 
essential to the team. They serve in the restaurant and care for the 

children. They cook for their families. George and Kameya have five 
children: daughter 1, daughter 2, daughter 3, Koichi (age 17), Harry (age 
9). Tom and Kimiko have three: Henry (age 11), Haruko (age 9), and 
Yoshiko (age 3). The Nishikaze daughters help with the children. The next 
youngest help with small chores. 

The Dominion Café’s customers arrive from the logging camps and 
fishing villages scattered across the Northern coast. They are of different 
backgrounds — European, Japanese, Chinese, and First Nations — and 
many are far from home. It is often a comfort to visit the café and chat 
with Kimiko. 

Right: A marriage portrait of Shotaro and Kimiko Shimizu from 1923. Courtesy of Greg Shimizu 
Centre: A view of 3rd Avenue in Prince Rupert, the street where the Dominion Café was located. Prince Rupert City & Regional Archives P991-79-6478 
Left: “A Good Catch of Salmon in Prince Rupert.” Prince Rupert City & Regional Archives 2016-014-140b
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